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The teachers and I have been working over the summer to refine a curricular plan for the 2022-

2023 school year. It has been a wonderful opportunity to work as a professional community as 

we collaborate with each other in identifying and prioritizing curricular goals.  

Our major focus will be on the ELA curriculum as we have established instructional guidelines 

to reflect the strengths and needs identified through analysis of the CDT, Iowa and classroom 

assessment data. 

 

● Below are the established guidelines for Grades K-5 English Language Arts instruction. 

 

o Students will utilize the Wonders English Language Arts program as the 

foundation for all literacy instruction with a focus on phonemic awareness (K-1), 

phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension and writing. It is noteworthy that 

the Wonders ELA literacy program provides differentiated activities to meet the 

needs of readers/writers performing below/at/or above grade level so the unique 

needs of each learner is addressed. 

 

● Below are the established guidelines for Middle School reading instruction: 

 

o The majority of reading materials/textbooks/novels will be required to be at or 

above grade level. 

o Middle School teachers will read a minimum of two novels during the school 

year- one first semester and one second semester. 

o Related reading objectives/questions/activities will include a balance of basic 

recall and critical thinking objectives and assignments to promote rigor. 

o Students will be writing in response to the reading material read through weekly 

journal writing and five paragraph essays implemented monthly across the 

curriculum (such as related to social studies, science, and religion topics). 

 

● Below are the established guidelines for Middle School writing instruction: 

 

o Students will write in journals weekly (the English, reading, social studies, 

science and/or religion teachers will coordinate writing prompts for journal 

activities so that students write in response to what they are learning/reading). 



o Students will complete a five paragraph essay monthly in response to 

reading/social studies/science and/or religion topics. 

o Students will complete an informational prompt writing activity in the first 

semester and a persuasive prompt writing activity in the second semester. 

o Research assignments will begin in grade 6 with the research of a designated 

social studies or religion topic; in 7th grade students will synthesize research into 

paragraph templates to begin writing their research paper; in 8th grade students 

will finalize their research paper, add citations, and present paper to an audience 

including teacher/papers.  

o Teachers will utilize rubrics and provide written feedback to all formal writing 

assignments so that students are able to reflect on their strengths and needs as 

writers and so that parents are aware of their children’s progress. 

 

● Dr. Chris Assetta is going to provide her expertise in Language Arts. She will be 

available to provide advice in implementation and execution, provide professional 

feedback, and help model lessons. I will be reviewing lesson plans, monitoring progress, 

and evaluating all faculty by classroom walkthroughs and observations.  

 

An additional curricular priority will be established for the special area teachers including music, 

art, physical education/health, computers, and Spanish as they will utilize their content area 

standards to plan instruction that is vertically aligned. This means that what is taught in one 

grade level provides the foundation as students transition from K-8. This practice also ensures 

that each grade level is engaging in different activities with unique objectives without in-depth 

repetition of what they learned in a previous grade. 

 

Each quarter I will provide updates on our curricular progress and provide examples of how we 

are meeting our goals. Please feel free to contact your children’s teachers or me if you have 

specific questions about the curriculum. We are excited to collaborate as a team in providing the 

best possible instruction for your children. 

 

 

 


